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Evidence  token  fcoforo  nr.  justice  MU'JSFIELD  in  Sydney  on 
Friday,  l6th  Eovcmbor  19 45 • 


r.1003886  Cpl.  CROFT,  George-  .Uoxanler,  aaOC,  attached  2/3 0  Bn, 
being  duly  sworn  gives  the  fo3 lowing  ovidenco, 

1  urn  JTX33886  Col.  CRQTT.  George  Alexander,  A40C,  attached  2/3 0 
Bn.  On  23  January  1942  I  was  in  at.  Patrick *s  Hospital  with  tinea.  I  wue 
boarded  for  homo;  however,  .’Jijor  Runt  come  in  for  voJunteors  to  relieve  the 
sick  men  and  l  volunteered  to  go.,  "e  werd  an  the  skin  section  at  St.  Patrick' 
and  we  wore  taken  to  the  main  hospital  nc  ko tonga.  ye  wore  put  into  two 
trucks  which  had  t'ae  Red  cross  or,  thG  bonnets.  The  first  truck  went  out 
and  was  immediately  followed  by  i-ho  second  in  which  I  was  travelling,  '.'e  had 
net  gono  very  far  when  the  firs':  truck  puiled  up,  spun  round,  and  wont  back 
past  us.  •;e  attempted  to  turn,  got  half-way  round  on  the  road,  and  a  machine 
gun  opened  fire  on  us.  The  truck  uas  hit  and  it  stopped  ucross  the  road.  A 
few  of  those  in  the  back  of  tho  truck  got  out  and  ran  and  got  away,  ye, 
however,  were  surrounded  and  taken  by  the  Japanese,,'  who  made  us  sit  down  so 
wo  could  not  escape. 

Aja  Australian  officer  from  the  con  Depot  cams  up,  arguing  the  point 
with  the  Japanese  and  asking  that  we  bo  token  back  as  we  wore  sick  men. 
Actually,  wo  were  supposed  to  bo  going  to  the  con  Depot  in  Singapore.  Tho 
Japanese  would  not  listen.  One  chap  who  was  hit  through  the  knee  with  a 
machine  gun  bullet  was  allowed  to  go  but  not  tho  rest. 

They  marched  us  along  the  road  levol  with  the  machine  gun  post  and 
turned  right  away  from  Katong.  i~~:e  \?ero  token  about  throo  miles  by  rood  and 

placed  in  native  huts.  There  wore  nino  Australians./  m  tho  room  there  were 

civilians  -  Europeans  and  Tamils.  :o  were  made  to  sit  on  the  floor  where  wo 
could  got  in  and  were  not  quoetioned  at  all. 

^  ,70  were  there  so  long  and  the  jopanoso  guard  came  in  and  took  out 
three  mon  with  their  hands  tied  together,  ye  thought  thoy  wero  being  takon 
out  for  questioning;  it  was  not  long  bofore  three  shots  rang  out  and  left 
I  no  doubt  as  to  what  had  happened.  They  kept  coming  in  and  going  out,  taking 

1  three  euoh  time  and  then  there  would  be  more  shots. 

I  was  in  tho  last  three  to  go.  ;o  wero  taken  to  the  front  room 
and  mado  to  sit  down  and  then  blindfolded,  ’.o  were  then  led  outside,  still 
tied  together,  and  mado  to  sit  down  not  far  from  the  house.  It  was  not 
long  before  something  crashed  into  me  and  j  was  knocked  back.  1  was  caught 
by  the  heel  and  thrown  into  a  drain.  I  knew  whet  would  happen  if  I  moved  so 
I  just  lay  there,  inter  I  slipped  the  blindfold  and  had  a  lock.  I  couldn't 
seo  anyone  about  and  it  was  getting  right  on  dark  then  and  so  1  untied  myself , 
slipped  off  my  boots  and  crawled  cut  of  tho  drain.  I  got  through  a  double 
barbed  wire  fonco,  my  idea  being  to  go  back  to  Ec.tong  Hospital.  I  was  wounded 
a  bullet  having  entered  tho  left  side  of  my  head  about  the  cheekbone  and  out 
on  the  right  side  of  the  back  of  my  neck'.,  1  was  spitting  blood,  and  there 
was  blood  everywhere.  I  sat  down  under  a  tree  to  rost.  It  was  dork  and  I 
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was  in  Q  rubber  plantation,  l  Trent  to  sioep  and  never  T7oko  till  dorm.  I 
started  off  and  started  to  got  weaker  a;.d  weekor  and  I  was  getting  bushod. 

I  did  not  knot/  then  that  capitulation  had  taken  place  the  night  before  and 
natives  I  met  would  not  havo  anything  to  do  with  mo.  Then /I  discovered  1 
could  not  speak.  ~f 

I  wandered  round  and  round  and  finally  cuno  to  a  pluco  whore 
Portugese  pcoplo,  a  man  and  his  wife  and  a  few  children,  lived.  The  woman 
wanted  to  T7ash  me  as  soon  as  s/10  saw  me.  They  spoke  English,  but  this  chap 
told  her  not  to  intorforo  with  210  as  it  might  do  n»  more  harm  than  good. 

They  gave  me  a  cup  of  coffee  ar.d  it  ran  out  the  side  of  my  neck.  He  took 
mo  dorm  tho  road  und  pu~  mo  cn  the  tr-.k  througa  the  bush  loading  to  the 
hospital,  a  little  Chinese  girl  rrn  ahead  to  tho  hospital  and  two  ordarlies 
come  out  and  met  n».  They  worn  ,*u.itraliaa  orderlies  from  tho  A.G.H.  and  they 
took  me  into  tho  hospital  from  there.  I  was  six  months  in  hospital. 

1  coulo  not  identify  tho  men  who  fired  on  tho  ambulance  and  later 
did  the  shooting,  but  most  of  them  wore  big  bushy  beards;  they  were  in 
uniform. 

I  have  difficulty  in  speaking,  l  get  a  cold  easily  and  cannot 
swallow  food  correctly,  if  I  get  anything  hot  I  slobber  and  I  also  get  bad 
crcmps  from  tho  sido  of  my  face  down  to  the  throat.  The  bullet  cut  tho  back 
of  my  tonguo.  [ I  nevor  spoke  from  February  to  November J  and  1  had  to  be  fed 
through  a  tube.’  1  spent  tho  rost  of  the  period  in  Changi  us  a  prisoner  of 
’..ar,  I  was  in  charge  of  the  bootmuking  branch  and  had  32  bootm-kers  under 
me.  I  was  servicing  evoryono's  boots  -  Italian,  Dutch,  British,  Australian, 
Japanese  and  Koreans. 

'Then  the  Japanese  sent  thoir  boots  to  be  mended  in  most  oases 
they  sent  material  with  then,  tfe  had  a  Koreun  quartermaster  at  tho  store 
all  the  time  and  they  had  thoir  own  routerial  locked  up  in  a  looker.  ’.Jhen 
wo  wanted  to  mend  Australian  :vnd  tnglish  boots  wo  used  motor  tyre  and  also 
had  some  stuff  manufactured  out  of  raw  latex.  They  clso  supplied  us  with 
a  bit  of  yukla  which  was  not  much  good.  Old  kit  bags  were  cut  up  for  uppers, 
'■e  did  70,  60,  100  ropaira  c.  dey  and  had  two  shifts  running  for  a  long 
while.  ”0  used  to  work  from  8  or  9  in  the  morning  to  5  p.m.  °nd  thon  tho 
other  shift  would  come  on  and  work  to  10. 30  at  night.  I  wore  wooden  clogs 
whioh  I  made  for  myself  or  any  old  pair  of  boots  at  ell. 

I  had  no  trouble  with  tho  Japanese  as  regards  bashings. 

quite  a  few  Japanese  officers  came  in  and  also  Japanese  and  Korean 
soldiers.  I  spent  quite  a  lot  of  time  making  sword  belts  for  them  also. 

The  Korean  quart ornw  at er  was  Oycma  Debuahi ,  who  was  a  good  typo  cs  they  go, 

Te  had  no  boot  repairing  equipment,  m  tho  later  stages,  of  tar 
we  hod  struggled  along  for  about  two  years,  they  brought  out  from  town 
about  a  dozen  pairs  of  pinchers,  which  were  usoluss. 
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The  Japanese  had  thoir  own  army  boot  shop  at  Singapore  but  I 
never  sun  it.  They  hod  machinery  thcro.  The  reason  they  took  their  boots 
to  us  instood  of  toeing  them  vhOP'S  was  that  they  wore  getting  a  hotter  Job 
from  us  thon  from  their  own  people  .  The  Chinese  did  on  excellent  job  but 
they  wero  also  getting  on  oxuollent  price  at  that  time  and  they  were 
getting  it  done  from  us  for  nothing. 

X  was  in  the  solar arg  square  incidont .  I  know  a  chap  who  has 
photos  of  it  and  I  will  try  to  get  sons  for  the  commission. 


I  certify  that  this  evidenoo  is  true  and  corroct. 


Taken  before  ni>  at  s/dnr>y  ) 

) 

on  Friday  l6th  November  1944) 

) 

(Signed)  A. J .  MhNSFISLD.  ) 
Comnissioner.  ) 


(Signed)  O.A.  CROFT. 
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